
Adding Value for Our Students 

Each year as we take a look at our district curricular programs we go beyond simply 

making sure we are meeting the standards set by the state of New Jersey and try to 

find ways to enhance the learning experience for our students.  While we spend a 

great deal of time working at all grade levels, I would like to focus on the culminating 

experience of students in Bernards Township.   

Ridge High School has been a successful academic institution by any measure.  Test 

scores are excellent, students achieve at high levels and go on to positive outcomes in 

college and career.  As part of a team tasked with the continuous improvement of the  

district’s educational programs, just how do we improve the academic options at 

Ridge High School? 

Recently we have attempted to address this question by adding value beyond the cur-

rent coursework.  As a comprehensive high school, students at Ridge are exposed to a 

wide variety of content, skills and experiences.  So how can a student show college 

admissions officers and employers that they are passionate about a subject?  Here are 

some new options to do just that: 

The New Jersey Seal of  Biliteracy encourages students to study languages and pro-

motes the full acquisition of a second language while in school.  Ridge will begin to 

offer this distinction to students who show proficiency in ELA as well as one of the 

world languages taught at Ridge High School.  

AP Capstone is a new program created by the College Board along with input from 

colleges across the country that focuses on research, writing, and presentation across 

multiple content areas.  The first course in the two courses series, AP Seminar, will 

be an elective available to Juniors in the 2018-19 school year.  A student who com-

pletes the two courses and passes the assessment will earn the AP Seminar and Re-

search Certificate.  Those students who complete both courses, pass the assessments, 

and pass any 4 AP exams will earn the AP Capstone Diploma. 

Many students this year will be completing their second Project Lead the Way 

(PLtW) course.  If the  student has shown proficiency on both End of Course  Exams, 

takes a related AP course and passes the exam, they will qualify for the AP + PLtW 

student recognition.  

Finally, Ridge will be partnering with Syracuse University via Project Advance. This 

will provide upperclassmen the opportunity to take courses like ETS 192 Gender and 

Literacy Texts for course credit at Syracuse. We are excited to offer this dual enroll-

ment opportunity to students at Ridge! 

Surely, all schools are more than the sum of their parts.  The culture, athletics, clubs, 

and activities are all important to making Ridge High School what it is.  I hope  that 

current and future students can leverage these new options and accolades to create the 

best experiences for  themselves at Ridge HS and potentially improve their future 

academic opportunities and experiences. 

Dr. Brian Heineman,  

Director of  Curriculum and  

Instruction 
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structured conversations—as part of a 

whole class, in small groups, and with a 

partner..In the classroom, your child’s 

teacher(s) prompt students to elaborate 

upon their views and support those 

views with reasons and evidence.   

 In 6th grade English,  our students 

have been engaging in a series of text-

based, academic conversations around 

the novel Wonder.  Students rotated 

through stations to practice specific  

speaking and listening skills with a  

partner. Students selected an area 

where they wanted to focus on devel-

oping, elaborating and clarifying, sup-

porting ideas with examples, building 

on and/or challenging a partner’s idea, 

paraphrasing and synthesizing.  At the 

end of each session, teachers prompted 

students to reflect not only on their 

speaking and listening practice, but 

also on what they took away from the 

discussion.   In ELA classes through-

out the grades, teachers work with 

students to develop speaking and lis-

tening skills.  

We’ve known for ages that engaging in 

dialogue is one of the most potent strate-

gies to develop critical thinking.  Dia-

logue is at the heart of the Socratic meth-

od and much of western thought In the 

succeeding centuries.  The National 

Governors Assoc.  Center for Best Prac-

tices (NGA Center) and the Council of 

Chief State School Officers (CCSSO) 

summarized the importance of speaking 

and listening in classrooms:  “To build a 

foundation for college and career readi-

ness, students must have ample opportu-

nities to take part in a variety of rich, 

From Kindergarten through Grade 12, 

students need to develop skills to be-

come active participants in their com-

munity.  In almost every curriculum 

document, you can find both direct and 

indirect civics instruction.  At the ele-

mentary level, there is a civics related 

unit in each grade.  At the secondary 

level civic instruction varies with the 

content of the course, but in all re-

quired courses we make connections to 

government and civics.  The purpose of 

our social studies classes is to create 

learning experiences that foster intel-

lectual curiosity and imagination based 

on disciplined study.  The ability  to 

develop a perspective or a claim that is 

supported with evidence is the founda-

tion for learning.  Everyone is encour-

aged to participate, everyone is cared 

for, and respect for one another is fun-

damental. 

Throughout  the social studies program, 

we provide students with a  number of 

opportunities where they can experience 

the importance of citizenship.  In the 10th 

grade US History course, students are 

required to complete 25 hours of commu-

nity service.  Upon completion, they re-

flect on how their service  has brought a 

positive change in the community. As the 

students complete their social studies in 

Bernards Township, they spend their Jun-

ior year examining the relationship be-

tween Government and Economics in a 

course called History of U.S. Govern-

ment and Economics.   An emphasis is 

placed on understanding current issues in 

order to examine our institutions and un-

derstand how important it is to be an ac-

tive citizen.  In this required course, the 

students attend one meeting of a local 

governmental body.  At the Honors and 

AP level, students engage in research on 

one public policy issue and develop an 

action plan to find a solution to that 

problem.  The students in Honors US 

History of Government and Economics 

participate  in Project Citizen, a national 

civics education program by the Center 

for Civic Education.  For more infor-

mation about this program, visit  http://

www.civiced.org/pc-about-us The win-

ning project from Ridge High School 

goes on to the state showcase.   

Our goal at all levels is for students to 

understand the policy making process as 

well as the important role citizens play in 

public policy.  

children elaborate  upon their views by 

asking questions  which include: 

 Can you tell me more? 

 Why do you think that? 

 What if the opposite were true? 

 Can you give me another example? 

Tis the season where families gather 

around the dinner table to break bread 

in Thanksgiving, observance and cele-

bration.  This provides an excellent 

opportunity to involve our children in 

worthwhile conversations that have the 

potential to develop their thinking and 

expression.  Parents can help  their 
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Tis the Season              “All great change in America begins at the dinner table.”  Ronald Reagan 
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ASSESSMENT and GRADING 

The goal of the Bernards Township 

School District’s K-12 mathematics 

program is to provide all students with 

high quality mathematics instruction. 

We set ambitious expectations for all 

students, along with provisions for stu-

dents with different abilities and learn-

ing styles to help them meet these ex-

pectations. All students are engaged in 

worthwhile mathematical tasks that 

allow them to understand mathematics 

through a problem-centered, concept-

oriented instructional approach.  In 

keeping with this goal, as well as our 

district goal of improving student out-

comes, the mathematics teachers have 

made researching, developing and im-

plementing best practices in assessment 

and grading that promote positive out-

comes for all students a focus for this 

school year. Some of these new practices 

include teachers reviewing concept checks 

to provide feedback and noting which 

problems are incorrect before returning to 

students to redo problems prior to the work 

being graded.  In some courses, chapter 

test retake opportunities are being provided 

to students who want to prove they can 

master the concepts and are willing to do 

the work to learn the concepts needed to 

improve his/her grade. Choice homework 

and optional homework strategies are be-

ing utilized in some of the higher-level 

math courses.  

A few of the math classes began the year 

discussing the advantages of having a 

growth mindset.  Students viewed videos 

and discussed what a growth mindset is 

and how it relates to student learning in the 

mathematics classroom. These conver-

sations led to a test retake policy. 

https://safeshare.tv/x/ss597d4460043a0 

https://safeshare.tv/x/ss597d4719dc4bb 

Honors Algebra II and Honors Precal-

culus students will be invited to take an 

“End of Course Assessment” to assess 

the most recent and accurate reflection 

of knowledge and skills. This assess-

ment will cover topics from the entire 

year and will be completely optional. 

If the student is able to demonstrate 

mastery with a score that is greater than 

their course average the teacher can use 

this new result as evidence of their 

learning and current skills and reflect 

this improvement in their report card 

grade. 

 

Page 3 

A Thanksgiving Feast Brain Teaser  
(Solution can be found on Ms. Bowman’s Oncourse Page)  

Mathematics 

 

 

https://safeshare.tv/x/ss597d4460043a0
https://safeshare.tv/x/ss597d4719dc4bb
https://app.oncoursesystems.com/school/webpage/13465/351013


World Language 

Seal of Biliteracy-Coming to RHS Juniors this Spring 

Ridge High School is home to many honors.  Our students are widely recognized for their successes in 

both academic and extracurricular activities.  These honors not only build confidence in our students but 

also help make them more appealing in their college and career endeavors. 

Biliteracy is the ability to speak, read and write in two or more languages at a proficient level.  The Ber-

nards Township World Language curriculum is developed through a backwards design process to achieve 

just this.  Our teachers ultimate goal is to create students who can communicate, make connections and 

comparisons and explore communities and cultures.  The success of our program is made evident in our 

top rankings in state and national academic competitions, our AP scores and our high enrollment in the 

upper levels in both the CP and honors levels.  It is clear that our students value the study of languages and 

cultures and are proficient at a high level. 

In 2008, a group in California initiated the search to find a way to recognize hardworking bilingual and 

multilingual students.  Their product was the Seal of Biliteracy, a seal attached to high school transcripts 

for colleges and employment venues to be aware of the desirable biliterate skills applicants possess.  This 

effort continued to grow through state departments of education for several years and on January 19, 2016, 

New Jersey became the 15th state to implement a legislated statewide seal. 

During the 2016-2017 school year, 27 states including 85 NJ school districts awarded the Seal.  To obtain 

the Seal, students must meet 2 criteria: 

 Demonstrate proficiency in English by meeting state high school graduation requirements in English 

or its alternatives. 

 Demonstrate a proficiency level of Intermediate Mid in a World Language as set by the American 

Council on the Teaching of Foreign Languages Proficiency Guidelines. 

Students demonstrate their proficiency in World Language by taking an assessment designated by the 

state. 

This February, Ridge High School will offer Juniors and Seniors an opportunity to register for a language 

assessment.  Students who meet the requirements will receive a certificate and the seal on their transcripts. 

Information will be made available to students this December. 

For more information on the Seal visit http://www.state.nj.us/education/aps/cccs/wl/biliteracy/ 

 

 

http://www.state.nj.us/education/aps/cccs/wl/biliteracy/


the third year course, Medical In-

terventions (MI), and sustained 

enrollment has been projected for 

both HBS and PBS.   Ridge is 

proud to boast such a robust and 

successful science program and 

the district is excited for the op-

portunities afforded by this bud-

ding partnership with Liberty Sci-

ence Center.   

This will be a cardiothoracic sur-

gery but the exact nature of the 

operation has not been divulged 

beyond confirmation that it will 

be an open heart proce-

dure. Upon the delivery of two 

successful surgical video confer-

ences, we plan to schedule stu-

dents in Principles of Biomedi-

cal Science (PBS) for the Kidney 

Transplant Session.  Last year 

was the inaugural year for the 

STEAM Pathways at Ridge and 

the first cohort of students who 

completed PBS last year. A sin-

gle session of HBS was com-

prised this year. Interest in the 

program has grown and the entry 

level course, PBS, has been very 

popular with enrollment support-

ing four sections.  Next year, the 

first cohort of students will reach 

We’re on the Web! 

example.com 

Science & Technology 

“Live from Sur-

gery” redefining 

the classroom ex-

periences in the 

Biomedical 

STEAM Pathway  

On Friday, November 3, 2017, students in Mr. Schnell’s Human Body Systems (HBS) course were the 

trial group in a new partnership that Ridge High School is exploring with Liberty Science Center’s “Live 

from Surgery” and “Meet the Surgeon” programs.  Using video conference software, students in HBS  

attended an in-school field trip where they watched as Dr. Susan Friedman 

of Children’s Orthopedic & Sports Medicine Center used video footage 

from some of her surgeries to guide students through the prognoses and 

procedures.  Below is an MRI image of a patient’s knee. This surgical re-

pair was the third and final procedure recounted by Dr. Friedman during 

the two hour video conference. During the description of each surgery, the 

video feed toggled between the external and internal view of the operation 

through the endoscopic tools being utilized.  Dr. Friedman vividly ex-

plained the entire procedure and, after each surgery, students were given 

an opportunity to ask questions of Dr. Friedman who graciously obliged 

and provided extensive clarification.  This session was the first in a 

planned series of video conferences that 

will be placed throughout the three bio-

medical science courses offered in the 

STEAM Pathway at RHS.  An overview 

of the courses and the planned “Live 

from Surgery” sessions under considera-

tion have been outlined in the graphic 

organizer at the end of this article. 

The next session is poised to take place 

on Wednesday, December 13, 2017. 

Course  2: 

Human Body Systems (HBS) 

Overview: Students examine the interac-

tions of human body systems as they 

explore identity, power, movement, pro-

tection, and homeostasis in the body. 

Planned Surgery Sessions: 

-Pediatric Orthopedic Surgery 

-Cardiothoracic Surgery 

Course 1: 

Principles of Biomedical Science (PBS) 

Overview: Students investigate the hu-

man body systems and various health 

conditions including heart disease, dia-

betes, sickle-cell disease, hypercholes-

terolemia, and infectious diseases. 

Planned Surgery Sessions: 

Kidney Transplant 

 

Course 3: 

Medical Interventions (MI) 

Overview: Students explore how to de-

tect and fight infection; screen and eval-

uate the code in human DNA, evaluate 

cancer treatment options; and prevail 

when the organs of the body begin to 

fail 

Planned Surgery Sessions: TBD 



The Arts– A Place to Celebrate Student Achievement 

   As quickly as last school year flew by, our new year is certainly off and running!  Students and teachers of the Arts are 

busily preparing for upcoming concerts, productions and visual arts displays in a variety of settings. 

For Bernards Township School students, teachers begin sharing their passion for the Arts in Kindergarten where students 

are provided weekly Visual Arts and General Music instruction which continues through 5th grade. 

Students have an opportunity beginning in third and fourth grade to participate in a performance ensemble which includes 

offerings in both instrumental and vocal music, performing in at least two concerts each year.  Through weekly group les-

sons and ensemble training, students quickly learn how to work toward a common goal. In addition to learning their music, 

students build and strengthen their problem-solving and critical thinking skills needed to succeed in the classroom and be-

yond. 

Each concert, performance and art show is a celebration of what we all want for our children— to instill essential qualities 

that prepare them to be citizens and to be human beings who can enjoy the deeper forms of beauty. 

I welcome you and your families to take part in the celebration of student achievement by attending an Arts event this year. 

I look forward to seeing you there! 

2017-2018 Performance Calendar 

Elementary School Concerts 

4th Grade Band, Chorus & Orchestra 

All concerts begin at 6:30 PM and are held at the Ridge Performing Arts Center 

Admission: FREE! 

                       WINTER                  SPRING 

     Liberty Corner School, January 8th                        Liberty Corner School, April 30th 

     Mount Prospect School, January 9th                        Mount Prospect School, May 1st 

    Cedar Hill School, January 10th                                     Cedar Hill School, May 2nd              

    Oak Street School, January 11th                                     Oak Street School, May 3rd 

                                       3rd Grade Winter Concerts– Held at Elementary Schools 

                                             Cedar Hill School, December 20th, 10:00AM 

                                             Liberty Corner School, December 21st, 2:00PM 

                                             Mount Prospect School, January 16th, 6:00PM 

                                             Oak Street School, February 14th, 1:30 PM 

 



Secondary School Concerts 

All concerts begin at 7:00 PM and are held at the Ridge Performing Arts Center 

Admission: FREE! 

                    WINTER       SPRING 

   WAMS Bands, December 6th     RHS/WAMS Jazz Band Concert, April 10th 

   RHS Band, December 7th     WAMS Bands, May 30th 

   WAMS Orchestra, December 13th    RHS Band, May 31st 

   RHS Orchestra, December 14th    WAMS Orchestra, June 6th 

   RHS Choral Concert, December 19th    RHS Orchestra, June 7th 

  WAMS Choral Concert, January 3rd    RHS Choral Concert, June 12th 

   RHS Band Showcase, January 23rd    WAMS Choral Concert, June 13th 

   RHS Choral Dept. “CABARET” March 14th 

CABARET tickets are available through the RHS Choral Dept. or at the door! 

Arts– continued 

RHS Drama Club Presents…                     

 

 

 

 

 

 

           
Ridge HS Winter Dance Showcase, January 19th 

Tickets available soon at www.RidgePAC.com 

Ridge HS Spring Dance ShowcaseMay11th 

Tickets available soon at www.RidgePAC.com  

Ridge High School Visual Arts Department ART SHOW RECEPTION 

June 11th, 6:00 PM  Ridge High School Gym 

 

http://www.ridgepac.com
http://www.ridgepac.com

